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NH VOLUNTEER RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD
Amherst, NH New Hampshire software company owner and Boys & Girls Club alumnus, Richard Lowney, of Amherst, was honored on November 6, 2008 when Roxanne Spillett, president of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America presented him with the President’s Volunteer Service Award, on behalf of President George W. Bush, at the Boys & Girls Clubs of America Northeast Regional Conference held in Newport, Rhode Island, November 5-8.   
The President’s Volunteer Service Award is issued by the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation, on behalf of the President of the United States, to recognize the best in American spirit, and to encourage all Americans to improve their communities through volunteer service and civic participation.  Recipients are selected based on demanding, documented criteria of hours of service to their organizations and may be invited to greet the President when he visits the state where they reside.  Lowney was recognized for his many years of service to several Boys & Girls Clubs in New Hampshire, and to the expansion of the Boys & Girls Clubs movement in the state.   

Lowney started his Boys & Girls Club volunteer service in Nashua.   He served on the executive board of the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Nashua in 1983, on various committees and in a number of executive officer positions, including president of the board in 1993.  During the 1990s he also served as a cross-over board member on the advisory board for what was initially the Milford unit of the Nashua Club.  He helped develop what is today a chartered club of its own, the Boys & Girls Club of Souhegan Valley, by serving several terms as an executive officer and continues to serve on the Club’s board of directors.   
Lowney has taken his dedication beyond the Club level, and is currently president of the New Hampshire Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs.  About 10 years ago he recognized the need for an Alliance representing the interests of all the NH Clubs, to strengthen public awareness and public support for the Boys & Girls Clubs.  As the volunteer face of the Clubs in NH, he puts an incredible amount of time into the work he does with the Clubs.  Commenting on the recognition he received, Mr. Lowney said “As a businessman in New Hampshire I believe it is important to support the community where your business operates.  The Boys & Girls Clubs are an easy choice to get behind and support.”  

Wherever he is, whatever he is doing –whether it is business or pleasure – Lowney is always advocating for the best interests of the Boys & Girls Clubs, the 19,000+ children they serve every year in New Hampshire, and the 4.8 million served around the world.  “It is true that the children are the primary benefactors of our great programs,” Lowney said, “but if you ask any parent or an employer whose employees send their children to a Club, you will hear a resounding cheer of appreciation.  Having a safe and nurturing environment for children supports our families and employers in New Hampshire,” Lowney added. 

In presenting the award to Lowney, Spillett praised him for his commitment and said “Our Clubs in New Hampshire are a lot better off as a direct result of [his] devotion and commitment to mission.”   Spillett is a member of the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation, established by President Bush in 2003. Chaired by two-time Super Bowl champion Darrell Green, with former U.S. Senators Robert Dole and John Glenn serving as honorary chairs, the Council is a non-partisan group of leaders from government, business, media, entertainment, education, nonprofit and community organizations.   To learn more about the President’s Volunteer Service Award visit www.presidentialserviceawards.gov.   

Boys & Girls Clubs in New Hampshire (www.nhbgc.com) served over 19,000 registered members and reached more than 44,000 young people last year, through programs and activities run by seven Clubs at 28 program and 16 school-based sites, reaching 82 communities in our state.  New Hampshire Clubs are headquartered in Concord, Derry, Lakes Region/Laconia, Manchester, Nashua, Salem, Souhegan Valley/Milford.  Our North Country unit serves the Lisbon/Littleton region.  We are proud to be part of the Boys &Girls Clubs of America (www.bgca.org), a national network of over 4,300 community and neighborhood-based facilities annually serving some 4.8 million young people in all 50 states and on U.S. military bases worldwide.  As "The Positive Place for Kids," Clubs provide guidance-oriented programs on a daily basis for children 6-18 years old, conducted by a full-time professional staff. Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize academic success, character and leadership development, and healthy life styles.

###

[image: image1.png]